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The year is 490 AD.Â  Fiery 16-year-old Elaine of Ascolat,Â  the daughter of one of King Arthur's

supporters,Â  lives with her father on Arthur's base camp,Â  the sole girl in a militaristic world of

men. Elaine's only girl companion is the mysterious Morgan, Arthur's older sister, but Elaine cannot

tell Morgan her deepest secret: She is in love with Lancelot, Arthur's second-in-command. However,

when yet another girl -- the lovely Gwynivere-- joins their world, Elaine is confronted with startling

emotions of jealousy and rivalry. But can her love for Lancelot survive the birth of an empire?
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Something about King Arthur draws people to his stories. Gwynivere. Lancelot. The wizard, Merlin.

Gawain. Tristan. The Round Table. The sword, Excalibur. Throughout the centuries the legend of

Arthur continues to grow.Britain, 490 A.D.The adventurous Elaine of Ascolat, known throughout the

myths as The Lady of Shallot, lives with her father in one of Britain's war camps. He is an avid

supporter of Britain and has joined the army to serve his king and country. Ambrosius Aurelius,

leader of all Britons, is about to lead his people into the battle of Mount Breguoin against the Saxon

army. Britain is on the brink of war, again.Elaine has been raised to believe that a woman's domain

is in the home, not on the battlefront. But when she thinks of her father and brothers and the other

men she's grown to care for, she feels she's in the right place. The people she loves most could

march off to battle today and never come back. Why would she want to be anywhere else?The only



other girl at camp is Morgan, Arthur's older sister, but she's much too close to the king for Elaine to

share her deepest secret with --- Elaine is in love with Lancelot. Elaine and Lancelot grew up

together, playing games and running along the riverbanks, but all that was long ago. Now when

Lancelot looks at her, all he sees is a wonderful girl. He sees a gifted healer, a girl armed with milfoil

and poultices to stanch the wounds of the soldiers. He sees her skill at mending clothing and chain

mail. He sees her loyalty, her hard work and her vital job within the army. But he doesn't see a

woman.When King Aurelius is poisoned by a Saxon spy, Arthur is the obvious replacement.
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